
CLIC
K!

...the SHIUR 
MUST continue as 

scheduled... MY WIFE 
WILL IY”h ATTEND...

Why was 
this call so 

urgent?

Rabbi! 
You must be 

on a respirator 
immediately!

I was concerned my 
absence wOULD worry R’ Zaks. 
Please go to yeshiva TO HONOR 

HIM. I’ll go TO THE HOSPITAL with 
the medic and iy”h I’ll see you 

THERE later!

Rav 
Simcha???

SORRY...I... 
I...will not be 

able to attend 
THE SHIUR...

BUT...Please… Please 
BRING me a phone.

Please 
relax! YOU 
MUST RELAX!

I MUST 
MAKE ONE CALL 
BEFORE i CAN 

RELAX!

R’ Elazar Simcha Wasserman זצ״ל was the oldest 
son of R’ Elchonon Wasserman הי״ד, the famous 

and beloved ראשׁ ישיבה of Branovich ישיבה. R’ Simcha 
emigrated to America in 1938 just before World 

War Two. He opened up a day school in Detroit and 
a yeshiva in Los Angeles.

R’ Hillel Zaks, ראשׁ ישיבה ,שליט״א of Chevron 
Yeshiva in ירוּשלים, was once invited to give 

a lecture for men and women at R’ Simcha’s 
.in Los Angeles ישיבה

Shortly before R’ Simcha 
was scheduled to leave 
to attend the shiur, he 

suffered a heart attack. 
An Ambulance was 

immediately called. Out 
of breath, Rav Simcha 

uttered:
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מְחָה וַסֶרְמַן זַצַ״ל יכְלָא and ר׳ אֶלְחָנָן son of ,ר׳ אֶלְעָזָר שִׂ  was born in Imperial Russia. He ,מִׂ
learned under the Alter M’Novardok from shortly after his צְוָה קוּרָב He was .בַר מִׂ  מִׂ
by the ים ים עוֹזֶר ,and his uncle חָפֵץ חַיִׂ  At his father’s request, he went to open a .ר׳ חַיִׂ
יבָה תּוֹרָה  in Strasbourg, France. In 1938, he went to America, where he taught in יְשִׂ
 In 1944, he moved to Detroit and opened the .ר׳ שְרַגָא פײַװל and became close to וְדַעַת
 ,in Los Angeles. 25 years later אוֹר אֶלְחָנָן Day School. In 1953, he founded בֵית יְהוּדָה
he and his wife, רָחֵל פײֵגָא, finally emigrated to שְרָאֵל ר׳  where, together with ,אֶרֶץ יִׂ
יבָה אוֹר אֶלְחָנָן he established ,מֹשֶה חָדָש ם in יְשִׂ דּוֹת in teaching and גָאוֹן A .יְרוּשָלַיִׂ  he ,מִׂ
wrote up his father’s ים דּוּשִׂ ים in חִׂ עוּרִׂ ים and קֹבֶץ שִׂ   .(קֹבֶץ הֶעָרוֹת and added to) קֹבֶץ מַאֲמָרִׂ

Yahrtzeits    Gedolimof 
our Gedolim Glimpses
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 לע״נ ר׳ ישראל בן אברהם ז"ל 
לע״נ הב׳ ישעיהו דוב ע״ה בן יבלחט״א יצחק צבי נ״י

ים שָאוּל הַכֹּהֵן Dweck חָכָם חַיִּ זַצַ״ל   was born in אַרַם צוֹבָה 
[Aleppo], Syria, to ּיָהו  his ,בָחוּר As a young .(רָב city) חָכָם אֵלִּ
primary ים  .Tawil חָכָם עֶזְרָא Abadi and חָכָם מָרְדְכַי were רַבֵיִּ

He also studied the principles of קַבָלָה under ּיָהו חָכָם  Mishan and חָכָם אֵלִּ
ים סִּ  Harari-Raful. He was a recognized authority and prolific writer in the נִּ
 In 1890, he .רָחֵל Cohen’s daughter חָכָם אַבְרָהָם He married .קַבָלָה of מָסוֹרָה
moved to ם יבַת בֵית אֵ  and learned in יְרוּשָלַיִּ ל-יְשִּ . In 1896, he opened  יבָה יְשִּ
 At 42 he lost his sight following eye surgery. In 1930, the .רְחוֹבוֹת הַנָהָר
Munkaczer Rebbe זַצַ״ל wrote in glowing terms in his נְחַת אֶלְעָזָר ,סֵפֶר  ,מִּ
about a visit to ים שָאוּל  Although blind for 30 years, he still continued .ר׳ חַיִּ
giving ים עוּרִּ ים and wrote 10 classic שִּ   .קַבָלָה about סְפָרִּ

ד׳ טבת   
5617 – 5694 
1857 – 1933 

Shortly before אוּל הַכֹּהֵן ים שָׁ  s’זַצַ״ל Dweck ר׳ חַיִּ
ה ירָׁ טִּ  the financial conditions in his home ,פְּ
were so severe that there was no money 
to buy the food needed for ת  When .שַבָׁ
asked what could be done, he replied, 
בַדוֹ!“ לְּ  There is no existence — אֵין עוֹד מִּ
except ד׳! [ד׳ is the Provider!”] The 
Munkaczer Rebbe chose that particular 
week, which was the week of ה  to send ,חֲנכָֻׁ
אוּל ים שָׁ  a money order of 500 gold ר׳ חַיִּ
crowns. The funds arrived early in the day on Friday, in 
time to purchase all that was needed for ת  .שַבָׁ
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ל אָחִיו לֵאמֺר, מַה זאֺת עָשָה אֱלֺקִים לָנוּ. )בְרֵאשִׁית מב:כח(…  רְדוּ אִישׁ אֶּ וַיֶּחֶּ  
 … and they turned trembling one to another, saying, “What is 
this that ד׳ has done to us?” 
 does not reveal himself to his brothers and cleverly יוֹסֵף 
hides his identity by calling them spies. He knew that once he labeled 
his brothers as ‘spies,’ they would be afraid to ask any questions from 
the people in Egypt about this new “harsh” ruler. Yet יוֹסֵף also knew 
that his brothers would look for a ’sin’ if something went wrong. Why 
did he act strangely and refill their sacks with money, causing them to 
tremble and wonder, “What is this that ד׳ has done to us?” Why was 
 ”not concerned that they might logically suspect that the “harsh יוֹסֵף
ruler behind this strange occurrence was יוֹסֵף? After all, they all heard 
 .s dream’יוֹסֵף
 The בַעַל הַטוּרִים ( יד-מב: יג ) mentions another difficulty: If יוֹסֵף 
was trying to hide his identity, why, when the brothers first told יוֹסֵף 
that a brother was missing, did יוֹסֵף interrupt and tap on his goblet and 
say, “I see through the magic powers of this cup that his name [the 
missing boy’s] was יוֹסֵף!” What prompted יוֹסֵף to come so close to 
revealing the secret? What difference does it make to their story that 
he should add the name? 
 Here is another one of twelve eye-opening questions posed 
by R’ Eliyahu Meir Finkel זַצַ״ל: Was it logical for a suspicious ruler to 
send nine ’spies’ home with enough food for their entire families for 
months and keep one ‘spy’ in custody? Wouldn’t it have made more 
sense to send one ‘spy’ home with barely enough food for the trip and 
keep the rest of the ‘spies’ in custody? What was יוֹסֵף’s חָכְמָה in doing 

something so seemingly illogical? שִׁמְעוֹן was thrown into jail only 
temporarily. As soon as the rest of the brothers returned home he was 
released. What did שִׁמְעוֹן think was happening? Did he reveal what 
happened to his brothers? 
 R’ Eliyahu Meir answers many difficulties with one 
explanation that we all know is true of human nature. People will 
never be able to see the truth, even it is clear to all, if they have to 
admit on their own that they were wrong. יוֹסֵף used this knowledge 
and acted with great חָכְמָה. As long as the brothers thought they were 
right, they would continue to think illogically and not see the truth 
even if it should have been obvious. 
 This is similar to the אִסּוּר of לאֺ לִקַח שֺׁחַד  for a] ,(מִצְוָה פג) שֶּׁ
judge] not to take any form of bribery. Even the wisest of people with 
the greatest יִרְאַת שָׁמַיִם will be persuaded not to see the truth when 
they have a reason forcing them to think differently (e.g. by taking 
money from one of the litigants).   

י הַמִצְוָׁה שֵׁ רָׁ  מִשָׁ
 The ְחִנּוּך explains that the prohibition of taking bribery 
applies even when the intention of the judge is noble and he is trying 
to judge honestly. The reasoning behind this אִסּוּר is clear to everyone 
(it is human nature) and does not require any logical proof.  [The גְמָרָא 
הוּא חַד :is from two words שֺׁחַד tells us that the word (כְתוּבוֹת קה:)  ,שֶּׁ
that he is one. The judge becomes one with the person who bribed 
him ֹה חוֹבָה לְעַצְמו  and a person can never see his own ,וְאֵין אָדָם רוֹאֶּ
faults.]    

Adapted from:  מקץ-ספר החנוך על פרשת השבוע   
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פרשה: מקץ     מפטיר: במדבר  ז:יח-ז:כט     הפטרה: רני ושמחי... )זכריה ב:יד-ד:ז(

יום ו׳ דחנכה, הלל שלם, א׳ דר״ח טבת, אתה יצרת )מוסף(

שש עליות בפ׳ מקץ, עליה שביעי במדבר כח:ט-טו

דף יומי: תענית כ״ב     משיב הרוח ומוריד הגשם     ברכי נפשי )שבת מנחה(



*Since we only discuss 1-3 הֲלָכוֹת, it is important to consider these הֲלָכוֹת in the context of the bigger picture. Use them as a starting point for further in-depth study.

לע״נ ר׳ משה צבי בן הר׳ טוביה  הלוי זצ״ל

ית מא:מה( רֵאשִׁ נֵחַ  )בְּ נַת פַעְּ עֺה שֵם יוֹסֵף צָפְּ רָא פַרְּ קְּ …וַיִׁ  
עֺה  נֵחַ  by the name יוֹסֵף called פַרְּ נַת פַעְּ  … צָפְּ
״י  נֵחַ  :explains רַשִׁ נַת פַעְּ פוּנוֹת — צָפְּ פָרֵש הַצְּ  decipherer of — מְּ
the cryptic. If that is the meaning of יוֹסֵף’s title, asked the פַת אֶמֶת  ,שְּ
then would it not have been more appropriate to reverse the order of 
the words and refer to him as פוּנוֹת נֵחַ צְּ נֵחַ  — פַעְּ פוּנוֹת ,decipherer = פַעְּ  צְּ
= of that which is hidden (cryptic)? 
 Answers the פַת אֶמֶת  merited his unique ability to יוֹסֵף ,שְּ
reveal that which was hidden because he acted with extreme 
modesty, always hiding his own righteousness from others. This is 
why he was referred to as  ַנֵח נַת פַעְּ נַת ,צָפְּ  the hidden one, because — צָפְּ
he went to great lengths to hide his greatness, he merited to נֵח  — פַעְּ
decipher hidden matters. 

∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ 
 R' Moshe Aaron Stern זַצַ״ל, the beloved and famed  ַיח גִׁ  מַשְּ
of Kaminetz Yeshiva in רוּשָלַיִׁם  .once related the following episode ,יְּ
 During the early 1940s, the Torah Vodaath רָש דְּ  בֵית הַמִׁ
buzzed with the sounds of תּוֹרָה learning. The יבָה שִׁ  R' Shlomo ,ראֺש יְּ
Heiman זַצַ״ל, along with R' Shraga Feivel Mendlowitz זַצַ״ל, 
spearheaded the effort to turn young students into the future leaders 
of רָאֵל שְּ לַל יִׁ ים These .כְּ  spent their days and nights focused on בָחוּרִׁ
one thing: the learning of תּוֹרָה. Delving into the depths of the מָרָא  ,גְּ
they would research the יָא  ,plumbing the heart of the matter ,סוּגְּ
through the interpretations of the timeless ים אשוֹנִׁ ים and רִׁ  In .אַחֲרוֹנִׁ
fact, R' Shlomo once commented that the quality of the learning in 
Torah Vodaath and Kamenitz were the same. The only difference 
between them was that in Kamenitz there were more young men and 
the יבָה שִׁ  .was overcrowded יְּ
 However, there was one problem in the רָש דְּ  of Torah בֵית הַמִׁ
Vodaath: the ים פָרִׁ  that were removed from the bookshelves never סְּ
found their way back. Much of the young men’s precious time was 
wasted in searching for a needed volume. One anonymous fellow was 
particularly sensitive to the issue and decided to do something about 
it. The following day the young men came into an orderly, organized 
רָש דְּ  Shocked, they wondered who had cleaned up. But no one .בֵית הַמִׁ

seemed to know. Even after some more serious inquiries and 
investigations, the mysterious ים פָרִׁ  organizer’s identity remained a סְּ
secret. 
 The mystery piqued the interest of R' Shraga Feivel. He 
remained in the רָש דְּ  until the late hours of the night, hoping to בֵית הַמִׁ
catch a glimpse of the “culprit,” but by 1:00 a.m. R' Shraga Feivel 
realized that the young man must do his cleaning up in the early-
morning hours. The next day R’ Shraga Feivel came to the רָש דְּ  בֵית הַמִׁ
at 4:00 a.m., but by the time he arrived the רָש דְּ  was already בֵית הַמִׁ
straightened up. R' Shraga Feivel was surprised that he had still not 
been able to identify the secret benefactor. 
 Finally, left with no option, R' Shraga Feivel decided to 
remain in the רָש דְּ  the entire night. But when R' Shraga Feivel בֵית הַמִׁ
dozed off for 45 minutes and opened his eyes to an orderly  בֵית
רָש דְּ  he knew that the time had come for him to give up in his ,הַמִׁ
quest to solve the “mystery.” 
 That evening he called the young men together for a מוּסָר 
talk. The boys had heard about their י  s fruitless efforts to learn the’רֶבִׁ
identity of the secretive individual. 
 “Young men,” R' Shraga Feivel began, “there are many 
among you who are outstanding scholars and have brilliant minds. 
There are others who have an unusual perseverance in their learning. 
But I am unable to promise that either of these groups will become 
great תּוֹרָה luminaries. As for the young man who has made it his 
business to arrange the רָש דְּ  carries out‘ הקב״ה ,daily, however בֵית הַמִׁ
the will of those who fear Him.’ And I want you to know that of one 
thing I am certain — he is destined for greatness.” 
 As R' Moshe Aaron got to this point in his story, he looked 
up and smiled. “You are all probably wondering who that young man 
was — but then his wish for anonymity would be ruined.” 
 All of those listening felt certain that R' Shraga Feivel’s 
promise had been realized. Some even dared to wonder just how R' 
Stern seemed to know every little intricate detail of the בָחוּר’s timing! 

Adapted from: Touched by a Story 2 (with kind permission from ArtScroll) 

 Questions    weekof רש"י
the

מָא: ת עִנְיָנֵי דְיווֹ הִלְכווֹ
חָל  דֶשׁ שֶׁ רוֹאשׁ חווֹ

ת בָּ שַׁ בְּ

Halacha 
Corner

Call the Pirchei hotline now! - 718-663-0212

י׳ -חלק א׳ פרק ט׳:ט׳ -סֵפֶר אַהֲבַת חֶסֶד   
*Once a hired worker has completed the work for which he was hired, 
the employer may not use his money for some other business venture if 
this will result in his not being able to pay his hired worker on time, 
even if the worker has not yet come to his employer to demand his 
wages. The ים  advises that it is worthwhile for an employer to חָפֵץ חַיִּ
have the monies prepared and at hand even before hiring a worker so 
that the wages will be readily available as soon as the work is 
completed. 
*This is intended only as a guide. Please review any real-life situations with a competent Rov.  
If the employer is not able to pay the entire sum to his worker upon completion of the 
work, then he must still pay the worker for whatever portion of the wages that he does 
have in his possession. E.g. If one hires a babysitter, and only has some money at hand, 
then one must pay at least the money available. 

1. What רָכָה יָמִין bestow upon his brother יוֹסֵף did בְּ  that the בִנְּ
other brothers had received at an earlier time? 

2. What stirred יוֹסֵף’s compassion towards one of his brothers [as 
opposed to his other brothers]? 

1. All the other brothers had been blessed with חֵן (see 33:5) before ְּיָמִין  was בִנ
born. יוֹסֵף now gave the ְּרָכָה ְּיָמִין to חֵן of ב  .(43:29 — ד״ה אֱלֹקִים יָחְנְךָ בְנִי) בִנ

ְּיָמִין .2  that all his children’s names allude to his “lost” brother and the יוֹסֵף told בִנ
troubles that he had endured, thus stirring יוֹסֵף’s compassion towards אָחִיו — 
his brother (43:30 — ד״ה כִי נִכְמְרוּ רַחֲמָיו). 

1. What רָכָה יָמִין bestow upon his brother יוֹסֵף did בְּ  that the בִנְּ
other brothers had received at an earlier time? 

2. What stirred יוֹסֵף’s compassion towards one of his brothers [as 
opposed to his other brothers]? 

1. All the other brothers had been blessed with חֵן (see 33:5) before ְּיָמִין  was בִנ
born. יוֹסֵף now gave the ְּרָכָה ְּיָמִין to חֵן of ב  .(43:29 — ד״ה אֱלֹקִים יָחְנְךָ בְנִי) בִנ

ְּיָמִין .2  that all his children’s names allude to his “lost” brother and the יוֹסֵף told בִנ
troubles that he had endured, thus stirring יוֹסֵף’s compassion towards אָחִיו — 
his brother (43:30 — ד״ה כִי נִכְמְרוּ רַחֲמָיו). 

FocusonMiddos

Sage Sayings

Reviewed by R' Gedalyahu Eckstein

Despite his blindness, ים שָאוּל  never forgot זַצַ״ל Dweck חָכָם חַיִּ
the words of תּוֹרָה or the מָסוֹרָה of קַבָלָה he had learned from his 
ים יִּ יד His .רַבֵּ  asked him זַצַ״ל Hacham Suleiman Moussafi תַּלְמִּ
how he recalled such deep thoughts with such clarity. Pointing, 
 Dweck asked, “What’s this?” “A window.” He then replied חָכָם
[in his native tongue], “?ין מאַכן אַ פעֶנסטעֶר ט אַרײַן אִּ יל זאַכן גײֵּ י פִּ  װִּ
— How many things go into making a window? Analyzing the 
parts, and seeing the whole, is the way to remember your 
learning!” Source: Aleppo City of Scholars (with kind permission from ArtScroll) 

Dear לְמִיד  ,תַּ
יִים שָאוּל   Dweck חָכָם חַּ
״ל צַּ  was sensitive to any זַּ
deviation from the spiritual 
growth of his community. Often, 
he wrote a strong קוֹל קוֹרֵא, 
signed with other leading בָנִים  ,רַּ
about immodest dress, shaving 
with  a  razor  and  participation  
in  the  political  events  
organized  by irreligious Zionists. 
He signed another קוֹל קוֹרֵא 
announcing that 72 בָנִים  would רַּ
fast and daven for 3 consecutive 
days and collect money to save 
Yemenite/Russian Jews from 
pogroms. 
 Dweck’s חָכָם 
independent approach led to a 
fierce challenge that threatened 
to delay the printing of his major 
work, אֵיפָה שְלֵמָה. One day, two 
יִים  opponents of ,חֲכָמִים חָכָם חַּ
חָכָם  s approach, went to’שָאוּל
 Dweck’s חָכָם ,Nahum נִסִים
financial supporter who managed 
the publishing process, and 
strongly criticized חָכָם Dweck. 
They told חָכָם Nahum that  חָכָם
יִים שָאוּל  was a radical in his חַּ
teachings. They said that חָכָם 
Dweck had  no  authority  to  
override  the  teachings  of  those  
who  had  gone before him and 

that it would be אָסוּר to print the 
new סֵפֶר. 
 These remarks deeply 
disturbed חָכָם Nahum. He 
drastically delayed the 
production process of the סֵפֶר 
and decided to send some 
samples of the manuscript to two 
לְמִידֵי חֲכָמִים רְכֵי תְשוּבָה the ,תַּ  'R) דַּ
Hirsh Shapiro ״ל צַּ לֶשֶם  and the (זַּ
 R' Shlomo Elyashiv) שְבוֹ וְאַחֲלָמָה
״ל צַּ  who immediately ,(זַּ
recognized the worthiness of the 
work and sent back their 
enthusiastic סְכָמוֹת  filled with ,הַּ
glowing words of praise for the 
author and the סֵפֶר. 
 As soon as the 
enthusiastic סְכָמוֹת  חָכָם reached הַּ
Nahum in יִם  he ,יְרוּשָלַּ
immediately regained his courage 
and resumed the production 
process, thereby pleasing חָכָם 
Dweck, who never did receive an 
explanation for the delay. 
 My לְמִיד  ד׳ sometimes ,תַּ
sends us a יְשוּעָה in the most 
interesting way. These סְכָמוֹת  הַּ
not only helped in the printing of 
 but also ,סֵפֶר Dweck’s חָכָם
forever strengthened the bond 
between a רֶבִי and לְמִיד  !תַּ

 יְהִי זִכְרוֹ בָרוּךְ!
 רֶבִי Your  ,בְיְדִידוּת
Adapted from: Aleppo City of Scholars (ArtScroll) 
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This Week in History

30th סְלֵו  'Yartzeit of R — 1939 / 5700 כִּ
Dovid Halberstam זַצַ״ל, the Sokolover Rav. He 
was the son and grandson, respectively, of R' 
Moshe זַצַ״ל and R' Yechezkel of Shinova זַצַ״ל 
(Divrei Yechezkel) and great-grandson of R' 
Chaim of Sanz, זַצַ״ל (the Divrei Chaim). R' 
Dovid came to the United States in the early 
part of the 20th century, from Galicia, bringing 
with him the great legacy bequeathed to him 
by his distinguished forebears. 
 The Sokolover Rav was known for 
his שְרָאֵל  ,and influenced other Yidden אַהֲבַת יִּ
drawing them close to תּוֹרָה and צְוֹת  He .מִּ
sought their well-being and garnered 
assistance for families in need. He was known 
as a בַעַל מַדְרֵגָה and for his sublime דּוֹת  and מִּ
qualities. Yet, as his מַצֵבָה testifies, he was 
a סְתָּר  indicating that much of his greatness ,נִּ
was not apparent to those around him. 
 Although R' Dovid greatly longed to 
return to his  family  and  community  back in 
Europe,  הַשְגָחָה willed otherwise, and he 
was פְטָר  on these shores in 5700/1939 on the נִּ
sixth night of חֲנכָֻה at the age of 64. Due to the 
unrest engendered by World War II, it was 
impossible to bring him to קֶבֶר אָבוֹת in Europe 
and he was  buried  the  next  day  in  Union  
Field Cemetery in Queens. Many visit his קֶבֶר 
to this day. 

An Ahavas Chesed Moment

ית א:ב( ךְ )בְרֵאשִׁ  ...וְחֹשֶׁ
אֵל   שְרָּ ל יִׁ ם שֶׁ ה עֵינֵיהֶׁ יכָּ חֱשִׁ הֶׁ ן שֶׁ וָּ לוּת יָּ ה גָּ זֶׁ
תְבוּ עַל   ם: כִׁ הֶׁ ת לָּ רֶׁ ה אוֹמֶׁ יְתָּ הָּ ן, שֶׁ גְזֵירוֹתֵיהֶׁ בִׁ
אֵל...   שְרָּ ק בֵאלֹקֵי יִׁ ם חֵלֶׁ כֶׁ אֵין לָּ ן הַשוֹר שֶׁ רֶׁ קֶׁ

ה ב:ד( ית רַבָּ   )בְרֵאשִׁ
And darkness … This is alludes to the 
Greek exile, for they darkened the eyes 
[the essence] of רָאֵל לַל יִשְּ  with their כְּ
[wicked] decrees. They decreed, “You 
must write on the ox’s horn that you 

have no portion in the Jewish G-d”  
The Gateshead שִׁיבָה  R’ Leib ,ראֹשׁ יְּ
Gurwitz זַצַ״ל once heard that the British 
Museum had a display of artifacts from 
the Greek Empire, including a baby 
bottle made from the horn of a cow or 
bull. R’ Leib exclaimed, “This is an insight 
into their evil ‘darkening’ of the essence 
of רָאֵל לַל יִשְּ  The young babies were ”.כְּ
forced to grew up seeing this message 
every single day.   

Shleppers, Shlemazels and Shamayim

Living   Timeless Torahwith 
the

• In מוּסָף of בָת ראֹש חוֹדֶש רְתָ  we say שַׁ נְתָ  instead of אַתָה יָצַׁ כַׁ תִּ
בָת יּוֹם כָאָמוּר Many add .שַׁ ן הַׁ בָת וְקָרְבַׁ ן שַׁ  to introduce זֶה קָרְבַׁ
the added קָרְבָנוֹת of ראֹש חוֹדֶש. 

• The בְרָכָה of  ָרְת י  :ends with אַתָה יָצַׁ ל וְרָאשֵּ שְרָאֵּ בָת וְיִּ שַׁ ש הַׁ דֵּ מְקַׁ
ים בָת and ends ראֹש חוֹדֶש If one forgets .חֳדָשִּ שַׁ ש הַׁ דֵּ  then ,מְקַׁ
ד יעֲבַׁ א he is ,בְדִּ  .יוֹצֵּ



*Since we only discuss 1-3 הֲלָכוֹת, it is important to consider these הֲלָכוֹת in the context of the bigger picture. Use them as a starting point for further in-depth study.

לע״נ ר׳ משה צבי בן הר׳ טוביה  הלוי זצ״ל

ית מא:מה( רֵאשִׁ נֵחַ  )בְּ נַת פַעְּ עֺה שֵם יוֹסֵף צָפְּ רָא פַרְּ קְּ …וַיִׁ  
עֺה  נֵחַ  by the name יוֹסֵף called פַרְּ נַת פַעְּ  … צָפְּ
״י  נֵחַ  :explains רַשִׁ נַת פַעְּ פוּנוֹת — צָפְּ פָרֵש הַצְּ  decipherer of — מְּ
the cryptic. If that is the meaning of יוֹסֵף’s title, asked the פַת אֶמֶת  ,שְּ
then would it not have been more appropriate to reverse the order of 
the words and refer to him as פוּנוֹת נֵחַ צְּ נֵחַ  — פַעְּ פוּנוֹת ,decipherer = פַעְּ  צְּ
= of that which is hidden (cryptic)? 
 Answers the פַת אֶמֶת  merited his unique ability to יוֹסֵף ,שְּ
reveal that which was hidden because he acted with extreme 
modesty, always hiding his own righteousness from others. This is 
why he was referred to as  ַנֵח נַת פַעְּ נַת ,צָפְּ  the hidden one, because — צָפְּ
he went to great lengths to hide his greatness, he merited to נֵח  — פַעְּ
decipher hidden matters. 

∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ 
 R' Moshe Aaron Stern זַצַ״ל, the beloved and famed  ַיח גִׁ  מַשְּ
of Kaminetz Yeshiva in רוּשָלַיִׁם  .once related the following episode ,יְּ
 During the early 1940s, the Torah Vodaath רָש דְּ  בֵית הַמִׁ
buzzed with the sounds of תּוֹרָה learning. The יבָה שִׁ  R' Shlomo ,ראֺש יְּ
Heiman זַצַ״ל, along with R' Shraga Feivel Mendlowitz זַצַ״ל, 
spearheaded the effort to turn young students into the future leaders 
of רָאֵל שְּ לַל יִׁ ים These .כְּ  spent their days and nights focused on בָחוּרִׁ
one thing: the learning of תּוֹרָה. Delving into the depths of the מָרָא  ,גְּ
they would research the יָא  ,plumbing the heart of the matter ,סוּגְּ
through the interpretations of the timeless ים אשוֹנִׁ ים and רִׁ  In .אַחֲרוֹנִׁ
fact, R' Shlomo once commented that the quality of the learning in 
Torah Vodaath and Kamenitz were the same. The only difference 
between them was that in Kamenitz there were more young men and 
the יבָה שִׁ  .was overcrowded יְּ
 However, there was one problem in the רָש דְּ  of Torah בֵית הַמִׁ
Vodaath: the ים פָרִׁ  that were removed from the bookshelves never סְּ
found their way back. Much of the young men’s precious time was 
wasted in searching for a needed volume. One anonymous fellow was 
particularly sensitive to the issue and decided to do something about 
it. The following day the young men came into an orderly, organized 
רָש דְּ  Shocked, they wondered who had cleaned up. But no one .בֵית הַמִׁ

seemed to know. Even after some more serious inquiries and 
investigations, the mysterious ים פָרִׁ  organizer’s identity remained a סְּ
secret. 
 The mystery piqued the interest of R' Shraga Feivel. He 
remained in the רָש דְּ  until the late hours of the night, hoping to בֵית הַמִׁ
catch a glimpse of the “culprit,” but by 1:00 a.m. R' Shraga Feivel 
realized that the young man must do his cleaning up in the early-
morning hours. The next day R’ Shraga Feivel came to the רָש דְּ  בֵית הַמִׁ
at 4:00 a.m., but by the time he arrived the רָש דְּ  was already בֵית הַמִׁ
straightened up. R' Shraga Feivel was surprised that he had still not 
been able to identify the secret benefactor. 
 Finally, left with no option, R' Shraga Feivel decided to 
remain in the רָש דְּ  the entire night. But when R' Shraga Feivel בֵית הַמִׁ
dozed off for 45 minutes and opened his eyes to an orderly  בֵית
רָש דְּ  he knew that the time had come for him to give up in his ,הַמִׁ
quest to solve the “mystery.” 
 That evening he called the young men together for a מוּסָר 
talk. The boys had heard about their י  s fruitless efforts to learn the’רֶבִׁ
identity of the secretive individual. 
 “Young men,” R' Shraga Feivel began, “there are many 
among you who are outstanding scholars and have brilliant minds. 
There are others who have an unusual perseverance in their learning. 
But I am unable to promise that either of these groups will become 
great תּוֹרָה luminaries. As for the young man who has made it his 
business to arrange the רָש דְּ  carries out‘ הקב״ה ,daily, however בֵית הַמִׁ
the will of those who fear Him.’ And I want you to know that of one 
thing I am certain — he is destined for greatness.” 
 As R' Moshe Aaron got to this point in his story, he looked 
up and smiled. “You are all probably wondering who that young man 
was — but then his wish for anonymity would be ruined.” 
 All of those listening felt certain that R' Shraga Feivel’s 
promise had been realized. Some even dared to wonder just how R' 
Stern seemed to know every little intricate detail of the בָחוּר’s timing! 

Adapted from: Touched by a Story 2 (with kind permission from ArtScroll) 
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מָא: ת עִנְיָנֵי דְיווֹ הִלְכווֹ
חָל  דֶשׁ שֶׁ רוֹאשׁ חווֹ

ת בָּ שַׁ בְּ

Halacha 
Corner

Call the Pirchei hotline now! - 718-663-0212

י׳ -חלק א׳ פרק ט׳:ט׳ -סֵפֶר אַהֲבַת חֶסֶד   
*Once a hired worker has completed the work for which he was hired, 
the employer may not use his money for some other business venture if 
this will result in his not being able to pay his hired worker on time, 
even if the worker has not yet come to his employer to demand his 
wages. The ים  advises that it is worthwhile for an employer to חָפֵץ חַיִּ
have the monies prepared and at hand even before hiring a worker so 
that the wages will be readily available as soon as the work is 
completed. 
*This is intended only as a guide. Please review any real-life situations with a competent Rov.  
If the employer is not able to pay the entire sum to his worker upon completion of the 
work, then he must still pay the worker for whatever portion of the wages that he does 
have in his possession. E.g. If one hires a babysitter, and only has some money at hand, 
then one must pay at least the money available. 

1. What רָכָה יָמִין bestow upon his brother יוֹסֵף did בְּ  that the בִנְּ
other brothers had received at an earlier time? 

2. What stirred יוֹסֵף’s compassion towards one of his brothers [as 
opposed to his other brothers]? 

1. All the other brothers had been blessed with חֵן (see 33:5) before ְּיָמִין  was בִנ
born. יוֹסֵף now gave the ְּרָכָה ְּיָמִין to חֵן of ב  .(43:29 — ד״ה אֱלֹקִים יָחְנְךָ בְנִי) בִנ

ְּיָמִין .2  that all his children’s names allude to his “lost” brother and the יוֹסֵף told בִנ
troubles that he had endured, thus stirring יוֹסֵף’s compassion towards אָחִיו — 
his brother (43:30 — ד״ה כִי נִכְמְרוּ רַחֲמָיו). 

1. What רָכָה יָמִין bestow upon his brother יוֹסֵף did בְּ  that the בִנְּ
other brothers had received at an earlier time? 

2. What stirred יוֹסֵף’s compassion towards one of his brothers [as 
opposed to his other brothers]? 

1. All the other brothers had been blessed with חֵן (see 33:5) before ְּיָמִין  was בִנ
born. יוֹסֵף now gave the ְּרָכָה ְּיָמִין to חֵן of ב  .(43:29 — ד״ה אֱלֹקִים יָחְנְךָ בְנִי) בִנ

ְּיָמִין .2  that all his children’s names allude to his “lost” brother and the יוֹסֵף told בִנ
troubles that he had endured, thus stirring יוֹסֵף’s compassion towards אָחִיו — 
his brother (43:30 — ד״ה כִי נִכְמְרוּ רַחֲמָיו). 

FocusonMiddos

Sage Sayings

Reviewed by R' Gedalyahu Eckstein

Despite his blindness, ים שָאוּל  never forgot זַצַ״ל Dweck חָכָם חַיִּ
the words of תּוֹרָה or the מָסוֹרָה of קַבָלָה he had learned from his 
ים יִּ יד His .רַבֵּ  asked him זַצַ״ל Hacham Suleiman Moussafi תַּלְמִּ
how he recalled such deep thoughts with such clarity. Pointing, 
 Dweck asked, “What’s this?” “A window.” He then replied חָכָם
[in his native tongue], “?ין מאַכן אַ פעֶנסטעֶר ט אַרײַן אִּ יל זאַכן גײֵּ י פִּ  װִּ
— How many things go into making a window? Analyzing the 
parts, and seeing the whole, is the way to remember your 
learning!” Source: Aleppo City of Scholars (with kind permission from ArtScroll) 

Dear לְמִיד  ,תַּ
יִים שָאוּל   Dweck חָכָם חַּ
״ל צַּ  was sensitive to any זַּ
deviation from the spiritual 
growth of his community. Often, 
he wrote a strong קוֹל קוֹרֵא, 
signed with other leading בָנִים  ,רַּ
about immodest dress, shaving 
with  a  razor  and  participation  
in  the  political  events  
organized  by irreligious Zionists. 
He signed another קוֹל קוֹרֵא 
announcing that 72 בָנִים  would רַּ
fast and daven for 3 consecutive 
days and collect money to save 
Yemenite/Russian Jews from 
pogroms. 
 Dweck’s חָכָם 
independent approach led to a 
fierce challenge that threatened 
to delay the printing of his major 
work, אֵיפָה שְלֵמָה. One day, two 
יִים  opponents of ,חֲכָמִים חָכָם חַּ
חָכָם  s approach, went to’שָאוּל
 Dweck’s חָכָם ,Nahum נִסִים
financial supporter who managed 
the publishing process, and 
strongly criticized חָכָם Dweck. 
They told חָכָם Nahum that  חָכָם
יִים שָאוּל  was a radical in his חַּ
teachings. They said that חָכָם 
Dweck had  no  authority  to  
override  the  teachings  of  those  
who  had  gone before him and 

that it would be אָסוּר to print the 
new סֵפֶר. 
 These remarks deeply 
disturbed חָכָם Nahum. He 
drastically delayed the 
production process of the סֵפֶר 
and decided to send some 
samples of the manuscript to two 
לְמִידֵי חֲכָמִים רְכֵי תְשוּבָה the ,תַּ  'R) דַּ
Hirsh Shapiro ״ל צַּ לֶשֶם  and the (זַּ
 R' Shlomo Elyashiv) שְבוֹ וְאַחֲלָמָה
״ל צַּ  who immediately ,(זַּ
recognized the worthiness of the 
work and sent back their 
enthusiastic סְכָמוֹת  filled with ,הַּ
glowing words of praise for the 
author and the סֵפֶר. 
 As soon as the 
enthusiastic סְכָמוֹת  חָכָם reached הַּ
Nahum in יִם  he ,יְרוּשָלַּ
immediately regained his courage 
and resumed the production 
process, thereby pleasing חָכָם 
Dweck, who never did receive an 
explanation for the delay. 
 My לְמִיד  ד׳ sometimes ,תַּ
sends us a יְשוּעָה in the most 
interesting way. These סְכָמוֹת  הַּ
not only helped in the printing of 
 but also ,סֵפֶר Dweck’s חָכָם
forever strengthened the bond 
between a רֶבִי and לְמִיד  !תַּ

 יְהִי זִכְרוֹ בָרוּךְ!
 רֶבִי Your  ,בְיְדִידוּת
Adapted from: Aleppo City of Scholars (ArtScroll) 
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This Week in History

30th סְלֵו  'Yartzeit of R — 1939 / 5700 כִּ
Dovid Halberstam זַצַ״ל, the Sokolover Rav. He 
was the son and grandson, respectively, of R' 
Moshe זַצַ״ל and R' Yechezkel of Shinova זַצַ״ל 
(Divrei Yechezkel) and great-grandson of R' 
Chaim of Sanz, זַצַ״ל (the Divrei Chaim). R' 
Dovid came to the United States in the early 
part of the 20th century, from Galicia, bringing 
with him the great legacy bequeathed to him 
by his distinguished forebears. 
 The Sokolover Rav was known for 
his שְרָאֵל  ,and influenced other Yidden אַהֲבַת יִּ
drawing them close to תּוֹרָה and צְוֹת  He .מִּ
sought their well-being and garnered 
assistance for families in need. He was known 
as a בַעַל מַדְרֵגָה and for his sublime דּוֹת  and מִּ
qualities. Yet, as his מַצֵבָה testifies, he was 
a סְתָּר  indicating that much of his greatness ,נִּ
was not apparent to those around him. 
 Although R' Dovid greatly longed to 
return to his  family  and  community  back in 
Europe,  הַשְגָחָה willed otherwise, and he 
was פְטָר  on these shores in 5700/1939 on the נִּ
sixth night of חֲנכָֻה at the age of 64. Due to the 
unrest engendered by World War II, it was 
impossible to bring him to קֶבֶר אָבוֹת in Europe 
and he was  buried  the  next  day  in  Union  
Field Cemetery in Queens. Many visit his קֶבֶר 
to this day. 

An Ahavas Chesed Moment

ית א:ב( ךְ )בְרֵאשִׁ  ...וְחֹשֶׁ
אֵל   שְרָּ ל יִׁ ם שֶׁ ה עֵינֵיהֶׁ יכָּ חֱשִׁ הֶׁ ן שֶׁ וָּ לוּת יָּ ה גָּ זֶׁ
תְבוּ עַל   ם: כִׁ הֶׁ ת לָּ רֶׁ ה אוֹמֶׁ יְתָּ הָּ ן, שֶׁ גְזֵירוֹתֵיהֶׁ בִׁ
אֵל...   שְרָּ ק בֵאלֹקֵי יִׁ ם חֵלֶׁ כֶׁ אֵין לָּ ן הַשוֹר שֶׁ רֶׁ קֶׁ

ה ב:ד( ית רַבָּ   )בְרֵאשִׁ
And darkness … This is alludes to the 
Greek exile, for they darkened the eyes 
[the essence] of רָאֵל לַל יִשְּ  with their כְּ
[wicked] decrees. They decreed, “You 
must write on the ox’s horn that you 

have no portion in the Jewish G-d”  
The Gateshead שִׁיבָה  R’ Leib ,ראֹשׁ יְּ
Gurwitz זַצַ״ל once heard that the British 
Museum had a display of artifacts from 
the Greek Empire, including a baby 
bottle made from the horn of a cow or 
bull. R’ Leib exclaimed, “This is an insight 
into their evil ‘darkening’ of the essence 
of רָאֵל לַל יִשְּ  The young babies were ”.כְּ
forced to grew up seeing this message 
every single day.   

Shleppers, Shlemazels and Shamayim

Living   Timeless Torahwith 
the

• In מוּסָף of בָת ראֹש חוֹדֶש רְתָ  we say שַׁ נְתָ  instead of אַתָה יָצַׁ כַׁ תִּ
בָת יּוֹם כָאָמוּר Many add .שַׁ ן הַׁ בָת וְקָרְבַׁ ן שַׁ  to introduce זֶה קָרְבַׁ
the added קָרְבָנוֹת of ראֹש חוֹדֶש. 

• The בְרָכָה of  ָרְת י  :ends with אַתָה יָצַׁ ל וְרָאשֵּ שְרָאֵּ בָת וְיִּ שַׁ ש הַׁ דֵּ מְקַׁ
ים בָת and ends ראֹש חוֹדֶש If one forgets .חֳדָשִּ שַׁ ש הַׁ דֵּ  then ,מְקַׁ
ד יעֲבַׁ א he is ,בְדִּ  .יוֹצֵּ



CLIC
K!

...the SHIUR 
MUST continue as 

scheduled... MY WIFE 
WILL IY”h ATTEND...

Why was 
this call so 

urgent?

Rabbi! 
You must be 

on a respirator 
immediately!

I was concerned my 
absence wOULD worry R’ Zaks. 
Please go to yeshiva TO HONOR 

HIM. I’ll go TO THE HOSPITAL with 
the medic and iy”h I’ll see you 

THERE later!

Rav 
Simcha???

SORRY...I... 
I...will not be 

able to attend 
THE SHIUR...

BUT...Please… Please 
BRING me a phone.

Please 
relax! YOU 
MUST RELAX!

I MUST 
MAKE ONE CALL 
BEFORE i CAN 

RELAX!

R’ Elazar Simcha Wasserman זצ״ל was the oldest 
son of R’ Elchonon Wasserman הי״ד, the famous 

and beloved ראשׁ ישיבה of Branovich ישיבה. R’ Simcha 
emigrated to America in 1938 just before World 

War Two. He opened up a day school in Detroit and 
a yeshiva in Los Angeles.

R’ Hillel Zaks, ראשׁ ישיבה ,שליט״א of Chevron 
Yeshiva in ירוּשלים, was once invited to give 

a lecture for men and women at R’ Simcha’s 
.in Los Angeles ישיבה

Shortly before R’ Simcha 
was scheduled to leave 
to attend the shiur, he 

suffered a heart attack. 
An Ambulance was 

immediately called. Out 
of breath, Rav Simcha 

uttered:

5660-5753 1900-1992 iuajrn wc

מְחָה וַסֶרְמַן זַצַ״ל יכְלָא and ר׳ אֶלְחָנָן son of ,ר׳ אֶלְעָזָר שִׂ  was born in Imperial Russia. He ,מִׂ
learned under the Alter M’Novardok from shortly after his צְוָה קוּרָב He was .בַר מִׂ  מִׂ
by the ים ים עוֹזֶר ,and his uncle חָפֵץ חַיִׂ  At his father’s request, he went to open a .ר׳ חַיִׂ
יבָה תּוֹרָה  in Strasbourg, France. In 1938, he went to America, where he taught in יְשִׂ
 In 1944, he moved to Detroit and opened the .ר׳ שְרַגָא פײַװל and became close to וְדַעַת
 ,in Los Angeles. 25 years later אוֹר אֶלְחָנָן Day School. In 1953, he founded בֵית יְהוּדָה
he and his wife, רָחֵל פײֵגָא, finally emigrated to שְרָאֵל ר׳  where, together with ,אֶרֶץ יִׂ
יבָה אוֹר אֶלְחָנָן he established ,מֹשֶה חָדָש ם in יְשִׂ דּוֹת in teaching and גָאוֹן A .יְרוּשָלַיִׂ  he ,מִׂ
wrote up his father’s ים דּוּשִׂ ים in חִׂ עוּרִׂ ים and קֹבֶץ שִׂ   .(קֹבֶץ הֶעָרוֹת and added to) קֹבֶץ מַאֲמָרִׂ

Yahrtzeits    Gedolimof 
our Gedolim Glimpses
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 לע״נ ר׳ ישראל בן אברהם ז"ל 
לע״נ הב׳ ישעיהו דוב ע״ה בן יבלחט״א יצחק צבי נ״י

ים שָאוּל הַכֹּהֵן Dweck חָכָם חַיִּ זַצַ״ל   was born in אַרַם צוֹבָה 
[Aleppo], Syria, to ּיָהו  his ,בָחוּר As a young .(רָב city) חָכָם אֵלִּ
primary ים  .Tawil חָכָם עֶזְרָא Abadi and חָכָם מָרְדְכַי were רַבֵיִּ

He also studied the principles of קַבָלָה under ּיָהו חָכָם  Mishan and חָכָם אֵלִּ
ים סִּ  Harari-Raful. He was a recognized authority and prolific writer in the נִּ
 In 1890, he .רָחֵל Cohen’s daughter חָכָם אַבְרָהָם He married .קַבָלָה of מָסוֹרָה
moved to ם יבַת בֵית אֵ  and learned in יְרוּשָלַיִּ ל-יְשִּ . In 1896, he opened  יבָה יְשִּ
 At 42 he lost his sight following eye surgery. In 1930, the .רְחוֹבוֹת הַנָהָר
Munkaczer Rebbe זַצַ״ל wrote in glowing terms in his נְחַת אֶלְעָזָר ,סֵפֶר  ,מִּ
about a visit to ים שָאוּל  Although blind for 30 years, he still continued .ר׳ חַיִּ
giving ים עוּרִּ ים and wrote 10 classic שִּ   .קַבָלָה about סְפָרִּ

ד׳ טבת   
5617 – 5694 
1857 – 1933 

Shortly before אוּל הַכֹּהֵן ים שָׁ  s’זַצַ״ל Dweck ר׳ חַיִּ
ה ירָׁ טִּ  the financial conditions in his home ,פְּ
were so severe that there was no money 
to buy the food needed for ת  When .שַבָׁ
asked what could be done, he replied, 
בַדוֹ!“ לְּ  There is no existence — אֵין עוֹד מִּ
except ד׳! [ד׳ is the Provider!”] The 
Munkaczer Rebbe chose that particular 
week, which was the week of ה  to send ,חֲנכָֻׁ
אוּל ים שָׁ  a money order of 500 gold ר׳ חַיִּ
crowns. The funds arrived early in the day on Friday, in 
time to purchase all that was needed for ת  .שַבָׁ
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ל אָחִיו לֵאמֺר, מַה זאֺת עָשָה אֱלֺקִים לָנוּ. )בְרֵאשִׁית מב:כח(…  רְדוּ אִישׁ אֶּ וַיֶּחֶּ  
 … and they turned trembling one to another, saying, “What is 
this that ד׳ has done to us?” 
 does not reveal himself to his brothers and cleverly יוֹסֵף 
hides his identity by calling them spies. He knew that once he labeled 
his brothers as ‘spies,’ they would be afraid to ask any questions from 
the people in Egypt about this new “harsh” ruler. Yet יוֹסֵף also knew 
that his brothers would look for a ’sin’ if something went wrong. Why 
did he act strangely and refill their sacks with money, causing them to 
tremble and wonder, “What is this that ד׳ has done to us?” Why was 
 ”not concerned that they might logically suspect that the “harsh יוֹסֵף
ruler behind this strange occurrence was יוֹסֵף? After all, they all heard 
 .s dream’יוֹסֵף
 The בַעַל הַטוּרִים ( יד-מב: יג ) mentions another difficulty: If יוֹסֵף 
was trying to hide his identity, why, when the brothers first told יוֹסֵף 
that a brother was missing, did יוֹסֵף interrupt and tap on his goblet and 
say, “I see through the magic powers of this cup that his name [the 
missing boy’s] was יוֹסֵף!” What prompted יוֹסֵף to come so close to 
revealing the secret? What difference does it make to their story that 
he should add the name? 
 Here is another one of twelve eye-opening questions posed 
by R’ Eliyahu Meir Finkel זַצַ״ל: Was it logical for a suspicious ruler to 
send nine ’spies’ home with enough food for their entire families for 
months and keep one ‘spy’ in custody? Wouldn’t it have made more 
sense to send one ‘spy’ home with barely enough food for the trip and 
keep the rest of the ‘spies’ in custody? What was יוֹסֵף’s חָכְמָה in doing 

something so seemingly illogical? שִׁמְעוֹן was thrown into jail only 
temporarily. As soon as the rest of the brothers returned home he was 
released. What did שִׁמְעוֹן think was happening? Did he reveal what 
happened to his brothers? 
 R’ Eliyahu Meir answers many difficulties with one 
explanation that we all know is true of human nature. People will 
never be able to see the truth, even it is clear to all, if they have to 
admit on their own that they were wrong. יוֹסֵף used this knowledge 
and acted with great חָכְמָה. As long as the brothers thought they were 
right, they would continue to think illogically and not see the truth 
even if it should have been obvious. 
 This is similar to the אִסּוּר of לאֺ לִקַח שֺׁחַד  for a] ,(מִצְוָה פג) שֶּׁ
judge] not to take any form of bribery. Even the wisest of people with 
the greatest יִרְאַת שָׁמַיִם will be persuaded not to see the truth when 
they have a reason forcing them to think differently (e.g. by taking 
money from one of the litigants).   

י הַמִצְוָׁה שֵׁ רָׁ  מִשָׁ
 The ְחִנּוּך explains that the prohibition of taking bribery 
applies even when the intention of the judge is noble and he is trying 
to judge honestly. The reasoning behind this אִסּוּר is clear to everyone 
(it is human nature) and does not require any logical proof.  [The גְמָרָא 
הוּא חַד :is from two words שֺׁחַד tells us that the word (כְתוּבוֹת קה:)  ,שֶּׁ
that he is one. The judge becomes one with the person who bribed 
him ֹה חוֹבָה לְעַצְמו  and a person can never see his own ,וְאֵין אָדָם רוֹאֶּ
faults.]    

Adapted from:  מקץ-ספר החנוך על פרשת השבוע   
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